EGCE HOMO.

Supper expresses symbolically such a union as we have
described, we shall derive from this fact a confirmation of
the results at which we had independently arrived.

Of those results, some do not require confirmation,
being in themselves obvious and disputed by none. It
has never been questioned that- the doctrine of the
brotherhood of mankind and of the duty of universal
benevolence and charity is a main feature of Christianity.
This doctrine, then, is very plainly symbolized in the
Lord's Supper. As a meeting or communion it is clearly
designed to express a certain fellowship between those
who share it; by admitting all Christians without dis-
tinction on equal terms, it expresses the universal character
of the society. The extreme simplicity of the ceremony
makes its symbolical character more impressive, and
averts, as far as that is possible, the danger which all
venerated symbols incur of being valued for their own
sake and confounded with the thing symbolized. The
meal consisted of bread and wine, the simplest and in
those countries most universal elements of food; and
when men of different nations or degrees sat or knelt
together and received, as from the hand of God, this
simple repast, they were reminded in the most forcible
manner of their common human wants, and their com-
mon character of pensioners on the bounty of the
Universal Father.

But Christ added something to the ceremony. He bade
his followers consider the bread they ate as his body, and
the wine they drank as his blood. And in a discourse
recorded by St. John, which we may quote without dis-
trust, as it is so manifestly confirmed by the accounts given
by the other Evangelists of the institution of the Supper,